Sociocultural differences, medicolegal implications, and risk management issues in the medical care of an elderly Chinese woman.
Large urban hospitals and their physicians confronted with unanticipated admissions involving international patients may often experience cross-cultural conflicts arising in the course of a patient's medical care. Conflicts of this nature can place the healthcare team, the patient, and the family at odds due to their respective traditions and the laws, regulations, and guidelines upheld and followed in the United States. The following is a complicated case illustrating a variety of legal, ethical, and clinical issues for Patient XX, an international patient emergently presenting to a large US medical health system for diagnosis and treatment.